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THE JOURNEY OF OUR CURRICULUM 
  

For many years, Abacus Primary School has followed a creative curriculum based on skills and 

centred around the concepts of excellence and enjoyment. Following a review of the National 

Curriculum by the new Government in 2011, it was decided that it was time for a fresh look 

at Primary Education, with a focus on knowledge and improving standards to ensure that the 

British education system, was in line with leading jurisdictions around the world, particularly 

with regard to results in English, Maths and Science. The new National Curriculum document 

became statutory from September 2014 and consequently, the new curriculum is now in place 

and being taught across the key stages at Abacus Primary School.  

 

Although the new curriculum has been officially described as more ‘knowledge based’, we at 

Abacus believe that for any lesson to be effective, it must be exciting and enjoyable for the 

children. Therefore, we felt that as well as meeting the statutory requirements for the new 

curriculum, we must also retain the creative aspects of teaching and learning that have 

always been part of our ethos. As a result, from Early Years to Year 6 we strive to provide 

creative and enjoyable teaching and learning opportunities to excite and enthuse all children. 

 

Our school is currently transitioning from a 1.5 to a 2 form entry school: Foundation, Year 1, 

Year 2 and Year 3 are made of two full classes per year group; Year 4 is currently two small 

classes (in preparation for being mixed again next year) and Year 5/6 will remain as mixed 

cohorts until September 2021, when the transition period will be complete. Foundation, Year 

1, Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4 now have single year group planning, and as a result of the mixed 

year groups in Year 5/6, the curriculum in Upper Key Stage 2 is still based on a two year 

rolling programme. Each year group or phase plans their curriculum around a central theme or 

topic e.g. The Rainforest, on a termly basis (except EYFS, where the topics are half-termly). 

Curriculum plans are being rigorously overhauled in order to meet the demands of the new 

Ofsted framework.  

 

Through working and planning with a thematic approach, we are able to provide a more 

stimulating, richer curriculum which is fully inclusive, whilst still delivering lessons that meet 

the more demanding requirements of the new curriculum. Staff can plan in a more creative 

way and allow time for a more in depth coverage of subject knowledge through a thematic 

approach.  

 

We also implement a skills-based curriculum, based on the Chris Quigley ‘Learning to Learn’ 
document, which reflects the new requirements of the 2014 National Curriculum and helps us 

to structure our learning around key skills as well as National Curriculum objectives.  

 

Cross-Curricular Links 

It is important to note that where possible, we explore all links between subjects during the 

planning and teaching of each topic, however it is not always possible to link some subjects 

and they are consequently taught as discreet units. In addition to our Creative Curriculum, 

we believe in the importance of teaching children key skills to succeed both in school and in 



their lives after Abacus. As stated above, we follow the Chris Quigley Learning to Learn 

skills-based curriculum to ensure that our children are active learners. 

CURRICULUM, LEADERSHIP AND MONITORING: 
 

Curriculum Policies 

Below is a list of the subjects that we teach in our school. Please refer to each individual 

subject’s policy in order to understand each curriculum area in greater depth.  

 English 

 Maths 

 Science  

 Computing  

 PSHE (Personal, Social, Health and Economic education & Citizenship)  

 R.E. (Religious Education) 

 P.E. (Physical Education) 

 History 

 Geography 

 Music/Performing Arts 

 Art and Design 

    D.T. (Design and Technology) 

 Modern Foreign Languages (KS2 only) 

 

Leadership and Management  

Our Senior Leadership Team at Abacus aims to ensure that our curriculum is monitored 

effectively on a regular basis. Monitoring will include lesson observations, children’s 

feedback and learning environment walks, and it is our intention to monitor the teaching and 

learning across our school to ensure that we are providing our pupils with access to a broad 

and balanced curriculum and high quality teaching across all curriculum areas. 

 

We have recently reshuffled our curriculum responsibilities, so staff are now leading subject 

areas linked to their degree subjects, or in line with their personal interests and strengths. 

All Foundation Subject Leaders have responsibility for the long-term planning of their 

subject across the school, which is then filtered down to Phases and organised into terms. 

This ensures that we have adequate coverage of National Curriculum objectives and the 

Learning to Learn skills. Additionally, subject leaders have greater control over the specific 

details of their subjects, ensuring that there are no unnecessary overlaps of knowledge, such 

as multiple year groups covering the same artist. Subject leaders will have a deeper 

understanding of their subjects and the progression of their subject across the whole 

primary age range.  

 

Subject leaders conduct monitoring of planning and lessons during specially allocated time 

made available to them on a regular basis, as appropriate. During this time, they will monitor 

work in books and displays, speak to children, review progression across the school and 

observe lessons, giving feedback in the following staff meeting. These responsibilities are in 

addition to managing their budget and resources.  

 



 

POLICY REVIEW 
This policy was updated by Sarah Ferguson in Spring 2019 and reviewed in October 2019. 


