
 

I’d like to start this week’s newsletters by saying 

Thank you to my amazing team here at Abacus. Staff 

across the school have continued to come in to 

school when required,  to provide care for Keywork-

er children and  making meals for members of our 

school community.  I’ve been overwhelmed by the number of team members who have offered to work over the 

Easter break...it certainly makes challenging times easier when we all work together as a team.  

Thank you also to the Buchanan and Plowman family for 

nominating the school to receive a goody bag ( tea, coffee 

and biscuits) and some plants to make our outdoor areas 

look a little brighter.  

We are going to use some of the plants to make a Rain-

bow Garden in our school grounds. Thank you to Mrs Tol-

ley and her daughters for making us a sign for our garden. 

We hope you get to see these for real, but until then here 

are some photos.  

Today marks the end of the Spring term and the start of the Easter holiday’s, I am sure we will all be spending 

these in a very different way to what we had all planned. Hopefully you’ll still be able to enjoy some family time, 

whether this will be on Facetime or in the garden, let’s hope the sunny weather continues and we can all make 

the best of these challenging times. 

Coronavirus / home learning update: 

The school continues to be partially closed during this time. Providing care only for Keyworker children. New 

home learning opportunities will be posted on the school website after the Easter holidays. All year groups 

would have been starting a new topic after Easter. Some home learning opportunities will still be planned 

around these topics. The new learning opportunities will be on our school website ready for Monday 20/4/2020. 

Please note we cannot change children’s reading books 

through the school closure periods. This presents risks in itself 

and is not what schools have been asked to stay open for. Our 

school websites suggests a number of ways that you can access 

a variety of books for children to read. You can use the Acceler-

ated Reader checker to see if these books have a quiz. You can 

do this by logging on to AR bookfinder; this will 

let you know if there is a quiz for the chosen 

book.  

P.E. bags will be outside for collection for one 

more week after Easter. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staffing news: 

Mrs Jones leaves our school today. I’d like to take this opportunity to 

thank her for all that she has contributed to our school during her time 

here and to wish her all the very best for the future during these chal-

lenging times. Mrs Bright returns to our team after the Easter break.  

Communication: 

It’s great reading the messages on the text system , Tapestry and Face-

book page. I’m so pleased that our community is staying safe but also 

using their daily exercise opportunity.  

Class email addresses have been set up this week. You should all have 

received a text from your children's class teacher informing you of the 

email address. The purpose of these emails is to provide a link between the children and teacher’s whilst the 

school is closed. These accounts will be closed once the school reopens. Staff will be accessing these accounts 

during their normal working week. 

Thank you to everyone that has engaged in our Facebook challenges, there’s lots more coming up. We’ve got 

lots of ideas for this.  I’ve enjoyed receiving your photos via the message option on Facebook. If you are not 

on Facebook, remember you can still view the challenges via our school website 

www.abacusprimaryschool.co.uk and look under the social media tab. You can send your photos to aba-

cuschallenges@abacus.essex.sch.uk. Please ensure that if you do not want these shown on our Facebook 

page, that you make this clear when you send your message/photo. 

We are still waiting for the post box to arrive, but I’m delighted that you are all as excited about this as I am...I 

promise I will let you know when it is all up and running.  

Free School Meals I have received a number of texts asking how parents access the free school meal vouchers 

that the government have advertised, Please note these vouchers do not include Universal Free School meals 

which the children in Foundation, Years 1 and Year 2 receive. Free school meals and Universal free school 

meals are two different things.  We are continuing to offer a meal service for our families that are on free 

school meals. These vouchers are for schools which have closed and can no longer provide a meal. Many 

thanks. 

Year group Topic 

Foundation From Fossil to field 

Year 1 Superhero's  

Year 2 A Question of Sport 

Year 3 Ancient Egyptians 

Year 4 The Rotten Romans 

Years 5 and 6 Ancient Greeks 

I know its hard to think that 

we won’t be in school to 

launch our new topics with 

the children, but you never 

know we might get to dis-

cuss their favourite parts at 

some point this term.  



It’s St George’s Day on Thursday 23rd April 2020. To mark this occa-

sion we are asking any children in St George’s house to wear red at 

home for the day. Please send across a photo, via our Facebook 

page, challenge email address or class email page and I will post a 

‘group’ photo on our website and Facebook page.  

There's good news coming from Africa. After huge conservation efforts, the number of critically 

endangered black rhinoceroses is slowly increasing, according to the latest figures released by the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). The numbers show that the population has 

grown at a rate of 2.5% per year over the past six years. The species is still in danger; susceptible 

to poaching and a changing habitat due to the changing climate. Yet, the population growth 

provides hope that efforts put into saving the species are paying off. 

Things to talk about at home… 

 Can you talk about your favourite wild animals? What is it you like about them? 

 Do you think leaders and people in charge of different countries need to do more to help 

        endangered animals, or do you think charities and people need to do more? 
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