
Abacus Primary School 

Parent Forum – Meeting Minutes 

 

Date and Time:  Monday 10th October 2016 5pm – 6pm 

 

Venue:   School 

 

Attendees:  Lara Piddlesden (LP) – Chair 

   Miss Danniells (MD) 

   Miss Becka (MB) 

   Alison Jacobs (AJ) – Vice Chair 

   Sarah King (SK) 

   Gemma Griffiths (GG) 

   Liz Plowman (LP) 

   Kate Buchanan (KB) 

   Carrie Russell (CR) 

 

Apologies: Kate Middleton (KM), Nikky Wyatt (NW), Eliese Mahoney (EM), Georgia Day 

(GD), Lynsey Matthews (LM) 

    

Minutes: 

 

Class representatives 

New class reps were welcomed.  Full list of class reps below. 

 

Blue  Sarah King (Archie Clark) 

Pink    Eliese Mahoney (Rhys) 

Yellow    Georgia Day (Bella Day)  

Orange   Gemma Griffiths (Alfie)  

Red     Liz Plowman (Isabelle) 

Gold     Lara Piddlesden (Miller) and Chrissy Cassidy (Charlotte)  

Silver     Kate Middleton (Sophie)  

Black     Carrie Russell (Alfie) and Nikki Wyatt (Zac Windley)  

Green    Lynsey Matthews (Max)  

White     Alison Jacobs (Dylan Jacobs) and Tina King (Joshua)  

Purple    Kate Buchanan (Alex) 

    

Maths KS2 workshop/handout 

CR asked about the possibility of the school organising a workshop or handout to help parents 

understand how children are being taught maths within school, which will then enable parents to 

help children with maths homework.  Miss Danniells confirmed that there is to be a maths 

workshop, which parents will be able to attend with their children, on 11th January 2017.  Miss 

Danniells also suggested that the next Open Teach sessions (8th November 2016) could be based 

around maths, to give parents an opportunity to see how maths is taught within the classroom. 

 

Toilets 



AJ asked if the school toilets (Purple class in particular) were checked during the day to ensure that 

they are clean and have toilet paper, as it had been reported that they sometimes don’t.  Miss 

Danniells confirmed that the toilets are cleaned every morning and are checked at the beginning of 

lunchtimes, but that all children are asked to use Purple class toilets if they need to during 

lunchtimes.  This was thought to be too many children using Purple class toilets, so it had been 

agreed that KS2 children would continue to use these toilets, but KS1 children would in future use 

Orange/Yellow class toilets during lunchtimes.  Foundation children currently play in the Foundation 

playground, so would continue to use their own toilets.  Miss Danniells is to speak to Mr Derby to 

ensure that toilet paper is present at the beginning of lunchtimes. 

 

Homework 

Some parents felt that some homework was being sent home with children without a clear 

explanation of what the children were required to do.  Miss Danniells stated that a line or two 

explaining what was required could be added to homework sheets, if not already present.  Parents 

were asked to feedback how this was working during the next meeting. 

 

Race for Life 

As there are currently a number of fund raising initiatives going on within the school (Salvation Army 

food bank collection, NSPCC event), Miss Danniells suggested that the Race for Life event could be 

combined with the Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day (Friday 16th December 2016).  Children 

would be able to run a course on the school field with their Christmas jumpers on, or dressed up if 

they wish, and give a donation either to the Race for Life charity (Cancer Research UK) or Save the 

Children.  The forum thought that this was a good idea and that it would be a fun event for the 

children. 

 

Operation Christmas Child 

As Jan had brought up the idea of filling shoe boxes with toys or other items for charity in a previous 

meeting, Miss Danniells had looked into doing this for the Samaritan’s Purse charity, Operation 

Christmas Child.  The charity event will take place between 1st and 18th November this year, so shoe 

boxes could be filled during half term.  The forum thought this was a great idea and Miss Danniells is 

to explain the idea to the children during an assembly.  Shoe boxes suitable for older children (ages 

10 to 14 years) will be encouraged as this age group seems to receive the least donations.   

 

Feedback from introduction evenings 

Miss Danniells asked the forum whether they found the introduction evenings useful and all parents 

confirmed that they did.  It was put forward that a list of the number of items required for 

Foundation children could possibly be sent out to parents sometime in July, as some parents seemed 

unsure of exactly what would be required (number of PE t-shirts, shorts etc.).  Miss Danniells 

confirmed that a list was sent to parents of new children starting school in the June before they start 

school.   

 

Miss Danniells asked the forum whether they thought that the introduction meetings would be 

better held at 2.30pm, rather than later in the evening.  The forum thought that the meetings are 

better held in the evening, so that parents who work also have the opportunity to attend.  For 

parents who are unable to organise child care, the presentations are available on the school website. 

 

First aid classes 



Following staff first aid training during the recent inset day, Miss Danniells asked the forum whether 

they thought parents would be interested in attending first aid classes within the school and 

whether they thought this would be a good idea for the children to take part in as well.  The parents 

thought this would be a very good idea.  Miss Danniells is in discussions to organise this and 

explained that a contribution (possibly around £2) would be required from parents.  This was 

thought to be a small amount for such a useful course.   It was also suggested that the course could 

be offered to parents of children attending the Little Abs sessions.   

 

E-safety 

Following on from the last meeting, children have now taken part in an NSPCC assembly which 

included information on e-safety (age appropriate).  Children in years 5 and 6 will be taking part in 

an e-safety workshop this week.  Miss Danniells is also organising two e-safety workshops for 

parents, to take place after half term.  There is also a link on the school website to the NSPCC e-

safety workshop.   

 

Next meeting Monday 28th November 2016 

 


