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As we come to the end of the Spring term it's wonderful to finish this term with a
full school. Thank you all for your ongoing support in what is still a challenging
time for so many. We continue to be proud of the children, their enthusiasm for
learning and acceptance of the current changes in school, but they're ready for a
break now! I'd also like to thank all the staff here at Abacus, who continue to go
above and beyond and try their best— Thank you.

After the Easter break and up until the May
half term break, class teachers will be con-
tacting you to make an appointment for par-
ents evening. Due to the current restrictions
these will be taking place on Zoom and will
provide an opportunity to celebrate your chil-
dren’s achievements and also discuss any
areas for development and ways that you can support at home.

WHOLE ScHooL

PARENTS
EVENING

| appreciate that this is a different way of carrying out parents evenings, but we

are getting good at trying new ways of working now and we have heard very posi-

tive feedback from parents and staff following their secondary children’s parents

evenings. We have used Zoom very successfully throughout the whole pandemic

and lockdown closure periods to support parent meetings and SEN annual re-

views, so we are confident that they will work just as successfully for these meet-
ings.

ﬁq |4 vv V We’d like to take this opportunity of wishing you all

SrHOOL S OUT a wonderful Easter break with your children and we
< EASTER look forward to seeing you all back on Monday 12th
April 2021.

Let's hope that the weather reports are correct and
we can enjoy some warmer, brighter weather.

@) | After Easter, we will be on Week 1 of our new menu
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Thank you for all your £31 2 50
Donations, as a school we raised: [ |

Here are the winners of the Sports Ambassador’s Red Nose
Challenge:

Foundation: Pink Class, Year 1: Orange Class, Year 2: Tur-
quoise Class, Year 3: Green Class, Year 4: Black Class and
Years 5/6: Gold Class




T Times Table Rock Stars
ROCkITARS 26/3/21

Silver Class Purple Class Gold Class

1st: Keira N 1st: Dollie-Mae W 1st: Ava T

2nd: Mcrae K 2nd: Chloe S 2nd: Peyton R

3rd: 3rd: Neev V 3rd:

White Class Black Class Green Class

1st: Ethan L 1st: Erin E 1st: Jack P

2nd: Charlotte N 2nd: Chloe L 2nd: Adriana K

3rd: Harley B 3rd: Grace S 3rd:

Lilac Class Well done to everyone. The top child in each
Lst: Henry | class will be entered into a draw which will be
2nd: Darcey S

3rd: Bobbee B drawn at the end of term.

Our Reading Ambassadors met this
week to feed back on "The Book of
the Month" project. All children
reported that their classes were

excited to receive their new book
each month and that children were

chosen to read it in lots of differ-
ent ways, for example by having
read the most words, for achieving
100% on a quiz or by names being
chosen out of a hat.

We also agreed to promote the
Easter Bingo Challenge in our clas-
ses to raise money for our new
book vending machine!




Believe in
children

m (\l|Barnardos

i Rainbows 'm

virgin

Come alongto our friendly and relaxed virtual peer supportgroup
for families of children with SEND or whom are currently awaiting
for SEND diagnosis.

Throughoutthe session you can share experiences, gain support,

ideas and information from practitioners and external service with
variety of SEND knowledge

Supportoffered for parents of children ofall ages.

When:
Starting Friday 16" April
1:00pm -2:00pm

To Book:
Please contact0300 247 0013 to book a place and
receive login details forthe session.
Please could you provide us with your email address to enable us
to send you the invites.

Senices commissioned by:

o—
www.essexfamilywellbeing.co.uk m B



This time last year Sir Captain Tom Moore bezan his
challenge to walk 100 lengths of his garden before
his 100" Birthday.

Not only did he achieve this but he captured people’s hearts
across the world and raised more than £32 million for the NHS.

NOW ITS YOUr TUPNE

Sir Captain Tom Moore would have celebrated his 101 birthday on
the 30t April. To honour his memory, we invite you to take part in
our 101 Challenge.

NOW DO | GET INVOLVED?

You can choose any of the challenges below or even create your own!

PHYSICAL CHALLENGES:

Collect 101 pieces of litter 101 Exercises such as star jumps

\ Carry out 101 Good Deeds 101 km walk, run or cycle
Make 101 people smile | | 101 of a skill such as keepy uppies

Build something with 101 Lego Bricks
Write a poem or story with 101 words
Write a ‘101 themed’ sea shanty.




JUST A REMINDER

You should all have received a Reading

We Need Your Help

bty

office if needed. We would love to be able to purchase a Reading Book Vending

Bingo challenge and sponsor form this

week—more are available from the

Machine to enhance our reading rewards across the school. Sponsor forms and
money need to be returned to school by Friday 16th April 2021.

/Rmﬁmg /B'un%a 2

Read to a
family
member

Read to a pet Read a new

book

or stuffed
animal

Read for 20 § Read a prize-
minutes

Read about a JRead the first
Read a poem historical book of a

Read a book
with a red
cover

Read a
graphic novel

Read in bed

event sSeries

Read a non-
fiction book

Listen to an
audio story

Re-read a

FREE

Read a recipe

book you Read outside
enjoy

CHOICE!




Young
Artists’
Summer

how

https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/

Phew! We Can Still Get
Trains in Lockdown!

The Mighty Yaris Sndf Your 1 July, Year & Eem::lhr Mrs Obi
Daniel, Yaar 2 o : Jemima, Year &

Portrait in Cool Colours

You will be interested to know that the Royal Academy of Arts is inviting children to submit work
for their Young Artists’ Summer Show 2021.

It is a free exhibition for young artists. The art work you can see on this page were all prize
winning entries from 2020 - think you can top this? Of course you canl Grab your pen, pencil,
brush, cardboard, glue or whatever takes your fancy - throw in a ton of imagination and bring that
beauty in your mind out into the world. I can't wait to see what you createl

Parents/guardians can submit their children's artwork directly to the Royal Academy by 26™
April 2021. You will need to click on this link
https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/submissions/1 to register, using the 'Parent/Guardian’
option.

You may submit up to 3 artworks and/or images plus some information about the piece such as
title, size, and a little text about the artwork and why you made it. Any medium, or a combination
of media, may be used: drawing, painting, sculpture, photography, installation and video. There is no
theme, so work can be on any subject.

The work needs to be photographed in order to be submitted. These photographs are viewed and
judged by a panel of artists and art professionals. When the judges make their selections, they
choose which artworks will be shown online and which will be displayed at the Royal Academy.
Everyone who submits artworks will hear from the Royal Academy by the end of May.

Terms and Conditions of entry and guidance on how to photograph your work can be found here
https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/qet-involved.

Good luck!

Please also do share your wonderful artwork on our Abacus Primary School Virtual Art Gallery

https://padlet.com/abacus primary school/eawgdvpysrzmfiw.



Spotlight on

S our Curriculum

It is Easter this week in Foundation with Easter Maths, Easter cards
and a very egg-citing Easter egg hunt in the playground! We are very
proud of how hard the children have been working since they returned

to school and wish you all a lovely and well deserved Easter breakl

It might be the last week of term, but we are still working hard and
learning lots in Year 1. In English we focused on ad jectives and verbs and
in Maths we learnt about doubling and grouping. Science was fun too as
we went on a hunt for wild plants to practise using our observation and
recording skills.

In Year 2 this week we have been continuing to learn about the proper-

ties of 3D shapes including the faces, edges and vertices. We reflected
on the past year on Tuesday which marked the anniversary of the first

lockdown and wrote a recount/memories of our year. We have also been
sewing eggs as part of DT.

In Science, we have been exploring magnets and the force friction. We
worked scientifically to set up investigations and recorded our findings
in a table. In Computing, we have been learning how to use Scratch, cod-
ing software, to create a scene with moving sprites based around space.
In Geography, we learnt about the water cycle and the key vocabulary
used at each stage.

.l:llib

This week in Year 4 we have been continuing with our Book 'The Miraculous
Journey of Edward Tulane. In Maths, we are continuing to look at fractions. We
are finishing our Science unit on Sound this week and ending it by looking at
pitch through making panpipes. We have also come to the end of our topic on
Wickford. We have learnt some really interesting information about Wickford
and have been able to learn about different sources and their reliability. Our
map skills have really grown this term by looking at historical and up to date
maps of the local area. Our Wickford topic has also allowed us to investigate
the changes that have occurred within Wickford across the years. Did you know
that Wickford is noted in the Domesday Book! We have been working really
hard at home and at school and are looking forward to a lovely Easter Holiday.

This week we have finished our moving toys which look fantastic - we are
very proud of what we have achieved! In Art, we created our own pieces
inspired by L.S. Lowry and the matchstick people designs. In English, we
wrote our own speeches about things we feel passionate about and deliv-
ered them to the rest of the class. On Thursday, we had an RE day
where we heard 'witness accounts' from people in the Easter story and
debated the motion: Jesus is God. Well done to everyone in Year 5/6 for
all their hard work over the past few weeks. Enjoy a relaxing break!




What Parents & GCarersiNeed o Knowabout

REC ROOM

ReCRoomIs d sodal hangout game where users meetup with friends to explore and create roomnis, edch contdining a d ifferent experience.one

Yoo mightbe a gamie of Jasertag or dodgeball, While another could be a parkolr £ourse or Virtual boxing-Avallablé 5Ri0S devices, Playstation,

XBOX, « oculgs and PC/M dc RecRoom Is KIdSAFE COPPA Certified and carries an age rating of S £ Nonetheless, parents and carers shotild remain
mindfdl that gaming online wWith strangers always carres d potential sk

Questionable Connections '

Adding someone asa friendisa wu«:m witha

b yaum\'lhn\dhmlm
mmmdm have more sinisterideas aonce a

RecRoom contains milld violent ar scary themes, incl
weapons like swords and paintball gun.lthqthm

dlﬂﬂtqﬁz‘mmﬂm
exciting ar -adcmmelut\gln;:
mmuu\om’thu] themes.

Same rooms have adult themes and absol utely should net be
entering a roam, butusers who dan't have a junior account could still

z The game‘s code of conduct stipulates that must be wamed about of this nature before
goesoninside. "

gain access. The majar warry Is that a young persan could be lured into these rooms befare realising what

Junior Accounts

Junior users wrf(oendmmcalwoudomdpﬂvahm
room. An under 13 is required to have a junior account, ond those occounts
orefinked to {ond moderoted by) aparent or guardion account To create one, start
a new game of Rec Roarm, go to ‘Creats an Accourt’ and follow the Instructions. Be
sumtoapbhmevuulcﬁomb your children before | etting them play.

Block and Report

m Users, select wriayw(dld(mdmtmunbmdcmm
plesa"ronPc.po tin VR, etc). The ‘Comfart and Moderotior screen presents
ogﬂonshduﬂ ng block, unblock, votekickand report. Players block will not be

‘ed in the sorm e room os you. The Rec Room website's of conduct canhelp
you decide whether aployer hos vid oted the tarms and should bereparted.

& or create their own

Tailor the Experience Disable Payment Methods

Inthe ssttings (Within the ‘Watch Mentr), you con tweok individual parts of the Rec Room
exc'hnca Bvery thingfram muting other players oudio, yourmic and tweaking

ptch, throughto selecting how o ose other ployers can get to you canbe found here,
This isldeal for people who prefer to ovold sodid interoctions or simpfy wart toenjoy the
game without worrying about other players.

Get Involved

fec Room s free to downlood and play, but there ore In-game purchoses ~ items|ike
cosmetics and costumes - that users pay for withreal money. Iy ou have o card
ottached foany platform occounts (fike o Play Statian or Steam account), be oware that
chiidran mlghtthetdavelmwcmu an these without meaningto. it'e safest to unlink any
payment methods before you download the gome.

As it‘s such o populargame, there are jots of cantent creators on YouTube and Twitch whose output focuse s on Rec Room. Most of this cantant is tallored to o younger oudience. Talking to
your childabout their frvourits creators = and watching their videos together - is good way of opening a dialogUe obout your child's expariences inRec Room and understanding which

aspects of the game they enjoy,

Meet Our Expert

@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com

' @natonlinesafety

@: at fr.L'JJ
qJJ‘d['

il ilzelrzsekly

n [NationalOnlineSafety

@nationalonlinesafety

Users ofthis guidedoso at thelr own discretion. No liability is entered into. Curre nt as of the date of release: 24.03.2021




