
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 As we come to the end of January and the end of week 4 of Re-

mote Learning, I wanted to say how proud I am of our whole 

school community. Well done to all the children who continue to 

engage with the live sessions and online learning opportunities. 

It’s great to see so many children logging on, but even better when 

we can see your smiley faces on camera– this helps staff check 

your understanding and gives them an opportunity to see how you 

are doing. Staff are continuing to work really hard to adapt to the 

new ways of working, teaching remotely and teaching the children 

in school. Now that we are a few weeks in, it has given staff time 

to reflect and so this week “year group expectations for remote learning” documents have 

been added to class pages on our school website. These outline daily expectations as well as 

opportunities for feedback. The current restrictions are very different to those in March and ed-

ucation remains statutory. I am sure the news from the Prime Minister regarding schools after 

half term has added to your challenges this week.  

We understand how hard it is for you all at home and really appreciate all your efforts and sup-

port, especially when also trying to work from home yourselves. The Government guidance 

now states that “critical workers need to keep their children at home if they can.” This 

means that children should be kept at home if there is a parent there, even if they are working 

at home. This reduces the risk of transmission to all families of critical workers, vulnerable chil-

dren and staff. Of course when critical workers need to go out to work to carry out their roles 

and there is no one at home to look after their children, they can still attend school.   

As Head Teacher, I have to make some really tough decisions that may not suit everyone, but 

these have to be made to ensure the safety of everyone and that has to continue to be our 

main priority. We hope that we can continue to work together to support each other during 

these challenging times and also continue to do the very best we 

can for your children.  Please remember that we are still here to 

help and support. If we have left messages on your answer-

phones, we are just checking in on you all, please do return our 

calls and let us know that you are all ok– we do still care about 

our whole school community.  

We will be on Week 1 of our new menu 

next week.  



Time Class 

Monday 

1.15pm Green 

2.30pm Lilac 

Tuesday 

9.15am Yellow 

10am Red 

1pm Pink 

1.30pm Blue 

Wednesday 

9.15am Turquoise 

10am Orange 

1.05pm Gold 

Thursday 

1.40pm (time change)  Purple 

2.30pm White 

Friday 

1.05pm Silver 

1.40pm Black 

 

 

 

 

 

Next week is Children’s Mental Health week. In our class assemblies next week (see sched-

ule below) we will be talking about this matter. The theme this year for Children’s Mental 

Health Week is ‘express yourself.’ For class assemblies next week, we are inviting children 

to join the assemblies wearing party glasses, wigs, face paint or a filter from Zoom. Children 

in school can bring some accessories for the assembly time too.  

There are a  number of activities which have been added to our school website for the chil-

dren to try next week, including some Tapping and Yoga. To access the activities please 

visit the wellbeing page on our school website: https://www.abacusprimaryschool.co.uk/

wellbeing 

Thank you all so much for your wellbeing pledges and what makes you happy writing which 

you have already sent in– I can’t wait to share this with you in our assemblies next week. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk%2F&psig=AOvVaw13vksWAcTCQ91WB8tO34UU&ust=1611750300186000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJC-1vXLue4CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

 

 

 

 

It looks like the Teachers2Parents App has been playing up a little this 

week. We have received multiple messages from a number of parents 

after  the APP says message not sent or failed.  

We suggest that you remove the APP from your phones– you will still 

be able to send and receive messages through your usual text messag-

ing system. The number for the system is:  07786201172 

 

On Wednesday 3rd February, we will be cele-

brating World Read Aloud Day, which calls 

attention to the importance of sharing sto-

ries by challenging participants to grab a 

book, find an audience and read-aloud! This 

is a vital skill for children to develop; there-

fore, it would be fantastic if they could read 

aloud to as many people as possible (using 

the power of Zoom/Facetime etc!) throughout the day or across the 

week.  

Please click on the following link for some fantastic examples of stories 
being read aloud by some of our favourite authors and celebrities. 

https://www.storylineonline.net/ 
In addition, Scholastic have suggested 30 books for different age 

groups, which should inspire us to celebrate reading aloud with those 

both near and far.  

Please see the PDF document on the newsletter page for suggestions.  

https://www.storylineonline.net/


Times Table Rock Stars  

29/1/21 

 

  

 

  

Reading At Home 
Badger Learning are offering one free ebook a 

week.  

https://www.badgerlearning.co.uk/free-book-of-the-

week.html 

The link includes information about the Accelerated 

Reader book level and quiz number. 

Silver Class 

1st: Keira N 

2nd: Cameron K 

3rd: Mcrae K 

  

Purple Class 

1st: Neev V 

2nd: Miley M 

3rd: Jess M 

Gold Class 

1st: Sonny J 

2nd: Peyton R 

3rd: George P 

White Class 

1st: Charlotte N 

2nd: Harley B 

3rd: Mason O 

Black Class 

1st: Erin E 

2nd: Chloe L 

3rd: Grace S 

Green Class 

1st: Haroon A 

2nd: Jake W 

3rd: Jack P 

Lilac Class 

1st: Bobbee B 

2nd: Henry J 

3rd: Darcey S 

Well done, all the first place winners 

will be entered into a prize draw. 

  

https://www.badgerlearning.co.uk/free-book-of-the-week.html
https://www.badgerlearning.co.uk/free-book-of-the-week.html


 

A team of climbers from Nepal have become the first ever to summit the 

world’s second highest mountain, K2, in winter. The 10 climbers reached the 

summit of Pakistan's K2, more than 20 years after the first winter attempt to 

reach the 8611m summit. K2 is considered incredibly difficult to climb due to 

the high winds and sub-zero temperatures. 

Things to talk about at home… 

 Think of a time when you completed a challenge or finished something 

you found difficult. 

 What was it? Talk about how you felt before, during and after. Are you 

glad you did it? 

 How do you think the climbers felt when they reached the summit? Why 

do you think they wanted to take part in the challenge? 






