
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Next week, we will be on WEEK 2 of our school 

menu 

Firstly, I’d like to wish you all a very Happy 

New Year. I hope you had a peaceful Christ-

mas break. I am sure we will all agree that 

the New Year has not started a positively as 

we would have all hoped. 

It was great to see so many parents, children 

and smiley faces join our class Zoom sessions on Tuesday and Wednesday, 

thank you for finding the time to log on and be part of these sessions.  We are 

still here to support all our Abacus families during this challenging time.  

I’d like to thank the whole team here at Abacus for their continued commitment 

and dedication for doing their very best for the children in our school. I’m ex-

tremely proud of what we have achieved as a school in a short space of time. 

This is a new way of working for everyone, so please do bear with us during this 

time of transition. We will get better with our video editing and sharing of screens 

etc.. Thank you so much for your email feedback and 

comments on Facebook, these have been really appreci-

ated by staff, at this difficult time.  

We’re so proud of how the children have embraced these 

new learning opportunities and  have been really im-

pressed with the number of children who have been signing in to their lessons 

and also the online behaviour– well done everyone.   

Hopefully you have all been able to find the activities or pre 

recorded videos on our school website class pages https://

www.abacusprimaryschool.co.uk 

Please note that each Friday, Monday to Thursday’s home learning will be re-

moved from the class pages to make things easier to find on the class pages. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few of you shared your concerns around how children will continue with 

reading whilst they are not in school.  

There are a number of places where children can access books to read 

online if you find that you are running out of books at home.  

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/ 

https://www.getepic.com/promo - offers a 30 day free trial for parents  

https://www.freechildrenstories.com/  

https://www.borrowbox.com/ - allows you to borrow either eaudio or 

ebooks from your local library 

https://www.freebooksy.com/read/genre/childrens/ - offers free children’s 

books for kindle 

The kindle app is free to download and can be accessed on any device. 

There are many free children’s books available on there .  

We will continue to update you if we hear of any more resources or plac-

es that you can download books.  

 

You may have heard on the 

news/in the media, that BBC 

Bitesize have added lots more 

resources and videos to their 

website to support with home 

learning.  

Click on the link below to see if 

there’s anything that might be of 

interest to your children.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize   

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
https://www.getepic.com/promo
https://www.freechildrenstories.com/
https://www.borrowbox.com/
https://www.freebooksy.com/read/genre/childrens/


Special Needs Update 

 

As we are now in full lockdown, sadly we are unable to have any visitors into the school build-

ing, which includes access for parents to Mrs Lewis’s SENCO Surgery sessions.                    

However, we are keen to stay in contact and support in any way we can, especially at this 

difficult time. While we are in lockdown, Mrs Lewis will be offering telephone                     

consultations, email consultations or Zoom consultations to families who would like to                   

access this service. 

Normally these sessions are available from 2.30 to 3.30 on a Monday afternoon, but as many 

of you are accessing online story times or lessons at this time, Mrs Lewis can be more flexi-

ble with appointment times. Please just contact the school office and request an                 

appointment, leaving your name, your child's name and a preferred telephone contact                  

number, and Mrs Lewis will ring you to discuss an appointment date, time and your preferred 

format for the meeting. 

Welcome back and Happy 

New Year to you all! 

SENCO Surgeries are              

still available! 



Times Table Rock Stars  

8/1/21 

Keep an eye for our draw for last term 

 

  

 

 

Silver Class 

1st: Mcrae K 

2nd: Keira N 

3rd: Ellie-Mae P 

  

Purple Class 

1st: Miley M 

2nd: Chloe S 

3rd: 

Gold Class 

1st: Freddie W 

2nd: Havana J 

3rd: George P 

White Class 

1st: Charlotte N 

2nd: Harley B 

3rd: 

Black Class 

1st: Erin E 

2nd: Chloe L 

3rd: Donovan L 

Green Class 

1st: Haroon A 

2nd: Emily O 

3rd: Hannah F 

Lilac Class 

1st: Henry J 

2nd: Darcey S 

3rd: Jake S 

Well done to everyone.  The top child in 

each class will be entered into a draw which 

will be drawn at the end of term. 

  

It’s really important that we stay connected 

and continue our lines of communication 

during these challenging times. 

There are a number of ways that you can 

continue to communicate with us at Aba-

cus... 

 Please use your class email. 

 Tapestry (Foundation) 

 School text system  

 You can give us a call (01268 571018) 

 Our school Facebook page ( this is no longer accepting messages)  



It is thought that thousands of pets were 'panic bought' at the start of the 

first lockdown. The Battersea Dogs and Cats Home charity have warned 

that the number of dogs abandoned over the next five years could in-

crease by 27%. The charity, which rehomes animals in London and the 

surrounding area, surveyed 2,000 dog and cat owners who acquired a 

new pet during the national lockdown. It found 31% had done so despite 

not having considered getting a dog or cat before. 

Things to talk about at home… 

Do you have any pets? If you do, do you enjoy being a pet owner? How 

do you take care of your pet? Is it a lot of work? If not, would you like to 

own a pet? 

Why do you think lots of people may have bought pets at the start of the 

lockdown period? 

Do you think that there should be age restrictions or other rules on who 






