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‘The Butterfly Lion’ Comprehension 
 

Use the text to help you answer the questions below. 

If you see a light bulb next to the question, you will need to think about your 
own thoughts or opinions, based on what you have read. 
 
1. How long do butterflies live for? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Where is the author’s boarding school? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. What is the boy’s escape plan? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Is the lion on p.10 really roaring? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. How do you think the author is feeling when the old lady finds him? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. Why does the boy find it hard to believe that the dog won’t hurt him? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. What is so delicious about the scones on p.15? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
8. What is the shape of the shadow on the hillside? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9. Why does the lady think the boy should return to school? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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10. What does the word ‘gazing’ mean on p.19? 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 


