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4/3/21 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I am writing to confirm the arrangements we are making for the re-opening of our school on the 8th March 
2021, now that the Government has confirmed that education will be mandatory from this point. 
 
Thank you to all the parents and family members who joined me on the Zoom sessions this week. Below 
is a summary of the points discussed.  
 
Drop offs and Pick ups: 
We have made a few minor changes to pick up and drop off times to limit the number of people on site at 
one time, but also to limit the amount of time some families with siblings have to wait around: 
 

Foundation Stage: 8.50 a.m. drop off / 3.00 p.m. pickup  
KS1: 8.40 a.m. drop off / 3.10 p.m. pickup  
KS2: 8.30 a.m. drop off / 3.00 p.m. pickup  

 
PLEASE NOTE: ONLY ONE PARENT IS ALLOWED ON SITE  

FOR DROP OFF OR COLLECTION 
This is the whole site and not just the area where you collect your children.  

 
Please ensure children have everything with them at the beginning of the day, to avoid parents having to 
visit our office area/ enter the school building.  
 
Masks and Face Coverings: 
As an added precaution, we are asking ALL ADULTS to wear a face covering or mask when they enter 
the school site as our paths and playgrounds will be very busy places. However, if you are exempt, 
please wear your exempt lanyard so that it is clear to everyone why you are not wearing a mask. 
 
Communication: 
If you need to speak to a staff member, please send a message on Tapestry, the school text system, or 
call the school office and they will get back to you when they are free. Please keep your distance at class 
doors and stand behind the yellow box, yellow line (Years 5 and 6) or wooden fence (Foundation) when 
dropping off and collecting the children. This is to ensure that safety of all staff. Class emails and 
Tapestry (not Foundation) will close on Wednesday 10th March 2021.  
 
P.E. Days: 
Children will continue to wear their P.E. kit to school on the days that they have P.E. 
Please see below the days for the different year groups: 
Foundation- Thursday (but Friday for next week due to the Vocabulary parade)  
Year 1- Friday 
Year 2-Monday 
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Year 3-Thursday – no P.E. first week, due to the Vocabulary parade. 
Year 4- Wednesday 
Years 5 and 6- Tuesday  
All P.E. will start from next week, unless noted above.  
 
Lunch Menu: 
There is a new 3-week menu, which will be on the newsletter and website. Meal choices may be a little 
restricted as we are still eating in classrooms and food has to be delivered on trolleys. 
 
Bubbles: 
Children will remain in their class bubbles indoors, only mixing in their own class. Public Health England 
have assured us that year group bubbles can continue to mix safely outdoors. 
 
Cleaning: 
This continues before, after and during the school day.  
 
Case Procedure: 
If I am aware of a confirmed case in school, I contact Essex Track and Trace Team. They take me 
through a risk assessment, including contacts and bubble closures. I have to follow the advice they 
provide, and bubbles have to be closed immediately. School will contact you should this happen, and we 
would appreciate swift collection of your child at this point.  
 
Illness: 
Clearly, we want to keep our school as safe as possible. Please do not send your child to school if they 
are unwell. Although we need to look out for the main Coronavirus symptoms, there have been many 
cases in children where the starting symptoms include a cold and/or tummy upsets. We will only send 
children home if they are unwell or if we are concerned about their wellbeing and that of others. No child 
is sent home needlessly. Please do not give your child Calpol before they come to school, Calpol could 
mask a temperature.  
 
Risk Assessments: 
Our risk assessments follow the Essex format and cover all the required areas. These are updated as 
and when we receive additional advice, instruction or guidance and the updates are published on the 
school website should you wish to find out more information in this area. 
 
At this point, I would like to say ‘thank you’ for all your ongoing support during these very difficult times. 
We greatly appreciate all of your fantastic efforts supporting home learning in recent months and staff 
are really looking forward to having all the children safely back at school really soon. Working together is 
one of our major strengths here at Abacus, and we can’t wait to have our family complete again. 
 
Please find a letter from the local authority regarding family lateral flow testing scheme on the newsletter 
page of the website or follow the link: www.abacusprimaryschool.co.uk/school-newsletters  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs Blakeley 
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