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I hope that you all had a lovely half term break and managed to spend some time
together as a family. The children have all come back ready to learn and there's Emm
been a number of exciting opportunities offered across the curriculum this week:

Years 5 and 6 took part in a VR workshop on Wednesday.

Year 4 began their Play Leader training on Thursday afternoon with Mrs Ford, our

schools sports coordinator.
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Yesterday England began the second lockdown of 2020, although this time it will be slightly different to
the last lockdown as schools will remain open.

In order to keep our whole school community safe, we must ensure that we follow the new restrictions.

A few parents have asked why we are not asking parents to wear masks on the school site. The wearing of
masks on playgrounds are not mandatory. We do ask that parents wear one when they enter the school
building as we feel the risks increase in a enclosed space. Whilst we will not be enforcing the wearing of
masks on the school playground (unless instructed to by the Local Authority) we will respect any parent who
feels safer wearing a mask.

We have also been asked whether we will be installing a one way system at drop offs and pick ups. We feel
that our three entrances provide a wider space for parents to enter and exit the school site, so we will be
continuing to use all three entrances/exits, but we will continue to review this. COV'D-1 9

In line with the Track and Trace guidelines, we cannot stress the importance of
families informing us of any family members going for a test. Children should not be

vital to limit the spread of the virus that we all follow this guidance. TRACK &VTRACE
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To minimise the number of people on our site at one time, we will be continuing to
enforce that only one adult can enter the school site, per family, at one time. Can

we also ask that you leave the site as soon as you have collected your children. In
normal circumstances we love to see families enjoying our outdoor areas at the end
of the school day, but our staggered starts and finishes will only work if people fol-
low these rules.

The safety of our whole school community must always remain our priority, so
please respect staff members by standing back from the classroom doors. If you
have an urgent message for staff then please use the school text system or leave a
message by contacting the school office on 01268 571018.
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We apologise for some of the recent menu changes. Our school cook has been un-
well and we are also struggling with some supplies at the moment. Our kitchen staff
continue to try their best to provide meals for the children across the school. We are
constantly reviewing our menu and seeing what other options we can add and offer.

Next week’s changes:

Monday’s choice will now be Chicken Could your child be entitled toa
Nugget Wrap, Vegetable Nugget Wrap _—
or Ham Sandwich.

If you feel that your child might be entitled :
to Free School Meals, please visit the Es-
sex County Council website page on

www.essex.gov.uk/educationawards or &\
telephone them on 0345 603 2200.



http://www.essex.gov.uk/educationawards

We are really looking forward to next Wednesday and

Thursday where all the children across the school will  # < AFRICAN
have the opportunity to take part in an African drum- o DRUMMING
ming workshop. These will take place across the two ‘
days to ensure all children have a go. We will be add-
ing photos and videos to our website so that you can
share some of the experience. Thank you to all the
families who have already paid for these workshops.
£4.00 per child has been added to your child’s
ParentPay account. We would appreciate it if all payments could be made
by Monday 9th November 2020.
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On Friday 13th November 2020 we are inviting Friday 13th Nov 2020
children to come to school in non school uniform

for a donation to Children in Need. Please do not feel that you need to go out and
buy any logo merchandise but if you do already have some (previous years is fine
too) then children can wear this too. This year the theme is ‘Together we can change
young lives’. All donations made will go directly to the charity.
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Thank You Our Abacus community never fails to amaze us!
So Much! Thank you so much for all of your donations to our

N

will continue to collect food until the end of November, so

if you have got any spare tins in your cupboard or if you are fo O d

able to add an extra item to your weekly shop, I am sure the
residents of Wickford will be extremely grateful- thank you. bank
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local food bank...the response has been brilliant. We
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Pink Class Aaryan A
Blue Class Daissy B
Red Class Sienna M

Orange Class

Eloise B

Yellow Class

Harriet R

Turquoise Class

Imogen M

Green Class Annahella D
Lilac Class Olinver W
Black Class Max R
White Class Alex M
Gold Class Chloe M
Purple Class Sophie O
Silver Class Ernests S
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ble and leave them by the local church or local war memo- | &

) As there will be no pa-

rades on Remembrance
Sunday this year, why not
have a go at painting a

poppy on a stone or peb-

rials as a symbol of remembrance. We'd love to see any

photos of your creations.
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Times Table Rock Stars Tl‘@?
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Silver Class Purple Class Gold Class
1st: Mcrae K 1st: Dollie-Mae W 1st: Michael B
2nd: Ellie-Mae P 2nd: Stanley B 2nd: Billy C
3rd: Keira N 3rd: Miley M 3rd: George P
White Class Black Class Green Class
1st: Harley B 1st: Erin E 1st: Jubril R
2nd: Charlotte N 2nd: Chloe L 2nd: Lena V
3rd:EmmaT 3rd: Donovan L 3rd: Hannah F
Lilac Class Well done to everyone. The top child in
1st: Henry J . :

each class will be entered into a draw to
2nd: Jake S
3rd: Oscar T win a prize at the end of the term.
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We have added a House Points page to

our website (under the Pupils Tab.) This

will be updated weekly with the running

total for the school House Points, we

hope the children will enjoy being able to

see how their house is doing!

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

POPPY APPEAL

Thank you to all who
have already bought
poppies, we will contin-
ue to sell poppies in
class next

week. LEGION
Many

Thanks




At National Online Safety we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information they need to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
feel it is needed. This guide focuses on one game of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesatety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

What parents & carers need to know about ..
(.-\ PEGI

ANVIONGIUSE.

Among Us is one of the most popular games of 2020. A space-themed 'social deduction game’ where 4-10 players take on the guise of
Crewmates, who must complete various tasks around their spaceship, while randomly selected Imposters must try their hardest to
sabotage the others’ efforts. The Imposters have to remain undetected through rounds of voting to win. While Among Us is a largely safe
game, it's still prudent to be aware of any potential risks young ones might encounter when playing.
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Play with your children Use private lobbies wn Deactivate credit cards

Playing with your kids is one of the best ways to Anm\gmwlpﬁmbw“mmmmptmd(d Having your credit card automatically paired with any

understand the game, a\dmmmkwpopdw who they're gamiing with. Using a uniquely online accounts that can be accessed by children is

Among Us is free on mobile and is incredibly easy mmmmwmmmowm asking for trouble. A solution could be setting them up
kids are attached.

pick up and play. n‘:dsooq.otwuytobu\dmywv with their own account with no credit card

young ones - unless of course you're the imposter or with. To get a game code, dmplyod-ct'ﬂod’ choose the They can still ask you when they want to make a
vote them out of the spaceship! You can do this by settings, ‘Confirm), then send the six-digit code purchase, but it's totally up to you as and when that
transaction happens.

picking Local on the main menu then ‘Create Game'. mmmemmMmmm

Use an alias ﬁ Talk about the risks “ 2 -\; "‘

wmmmmwmmmmwmmw«m ? It's a good idea to talk to your child about the risks associated with online gaming,

this is your child's real name, you'll when there are chat options and an ability to communicate with others. Try to maintain an
open with your child: talk about their experiences of the game and who they're playing
with. This m:uymmpdmuuynmw\dmnmmmmm

typing in a new name at the top of the screen. hoyaulov-'!rmyzl ything they've exp

Meet our expert

Mark Foster has worked in the gaming industry for
five years as a writer, editor and presenter. He is the
current gaming editor of two of the biggest gaming
news sites in the world, UNILAD Gaming and
GAMINGDible. Starting gaming from a young age
with his siblings, he has a passion for understanding
how games and tech work - but more importantly,
how to make them safe and fun.
Sources: hitps:/ [play googla.com/store/ apps/ detalistidscom innersioth spocemafia

www.nationalonlinesafety.com Twitter - @natonlinesafety Facebook - [NationalOnlineSafety Instagram - @nationalonlinesafety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 28.10,.2020
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Spotlight on

el our Curriculum

We have been learning about patterns in Maths. We

-\ |also had great fun balancing, building and construct-

ing.

It's been a bit of a mix and match this week....looking

at number bonds, writing poems, learning about Guy

m Fawkes, creating work in the style of Picasso and

even something about the Titanic! Wow...Il

We have done P.E. and focused on History. We've
looked at Guy Fawkes and why he tried to blow up
the Houses of Parliament. We've also looked at Re-

memberance Day.

In History we learnt about Skara Brae (a Neolithic

village) and compared it to our modern day home. In

Science we learnt about soil and what it is made of.

We have been working on + and - in Maths this week.

:.:...:: a . ~ |In Science we have looked at Rainforest animals and
& £ the different states of matter. We have been read-
i . ing The Kapok Tree in English and exploring persua-

sive letters.

This week we made our own Maya hot chocolate
which included cinnamon and a pinch of cayenne pep-
per. Most of us liked it although it was a bit spicy

for somel We also had a fantastic virtual trip to look

at some Maya ruins with the VR headsets. It was
amazing to be so close to all the different struc-

tures- it felt like we were flying at some pointsl




