
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will have heard this week that the 

Prime Minister has announced that some 

restrictions will be lifted from Monday 17th 

May 2021. I attended an online meeting on 

Tuesday with the Director of Education from 

the local authority and Mike Gogarty from 

Public Health England. The advice from the 

local authority and PHE is not to make any changes in school. Therefore 

as a school we will not be making any changes to our risk assessment 

systems and so this will need to remain in place. These will be reviewed 

again, if and when Phase 4 is confirmed. We will be continuing to ask 

parents to wear face masks whilst they are on our premises as part of our 

risk assessment. Our current lunchtime arrangements will remain the 

same and children will continue to work in their class bubbles when in-

side. The events which we have planned for the rest of the school year 

support the current advice and restrictions and so will go ahead unless 

we are told differently.  

Please can we remind parents that before 

the children enter their classroom in the 

morning and once children have left their 

classroom in the evening, it is parents re-

sponsibility to supervise their children at all 

times. Please ensure that you are keeping 

an eye on them for their own safety and 

wellbeing.  

Next week we will be on Week 3 

of our Summer menu 



 

 

 

 

 

Times Table Rock Stars  

14/5/21 

Silver Class 

1st: Daniel C 

2nd: Keira N 

3rd: Mcrae K 

  

Purple Class 

1st: Neev V 

2nd: Alfie G 

3rd: Jess M 

Gold Class 

1st: George P 

2nd: Peyton R 

3rd: 

White Class 

1st: Ethan L 

2nd: Chyler J 

3rd: Emmi P 

Black Class 

1st: Erin E 

2nd: Chloe L 

3rd: 

Green Class 

1st: Hannah F 

2nd: Adriana K 

3rd: Charlotte S 

Lilac Class 

1st: Henry J 

2nd: Bobbee B 

3rd: Darcey S 

Well done to everyone.  The top 
child in each class will be entered 
into a draw which will be drawn at 
the end of term. 

  

 Thank you all so much for your 

donations and engagement with 

our Easter reading fundraiser.  

We will be ordering our reading 

vending machine very shortly. 

We can’t wait for you all to see it 

when it arrives for the new aca-

demic year.  



There are a number of events that we have added to our school calendar which 

will be taking place this term. Some events will have to be run slightly different-

ly this year. But we are trying our best to ensure children do not miss out. Fol-

lowing the success of our outdoor end of year events last year, we have planned 

these again for later this term– more details will follow.  

You can find these events on our website: 

https://www.abacusprimaryschool.co.uk/term-dates  



Live streaming on TikTok and other platforms  

We want to make you aware of an emerging concern involving TikTok. There is a facility on TikTok whereby 
1000 followers enables a person to be able to broadcast live, and some children and young people at school 
are broadcasting live using this and possibly other platforms at different times during the school day. 

Live streaming is the broadcasting of live video to an audience or on a one-to-one basis in real time. During 
public live streams viewers can participate by ‘liking’ videos and adding comments which can be seen by the 
person broadcasting, and by other viewers. It is also possible for viewers to contact broadcasters who are live 
streaming or who have live streamed.  

Any person with a TikTok or similar platform account can use live streaming. Many children and young people 
do this, for example to sing and dance and to talk about things, perhaps with the aim of attracting more viewers 
and to be someone who is ‘trending’ online.  

Some example TikTok live streams were shown to me recently by the ‘Two Johns’ (E-Safety Training). I was 
able to see groups of students, who appeared to be at various different secondary schools, live streaming dur-
ing the lunch period at school. The broadcasts I saw did not appear to include anything specific; they just 
seemed to be students who had decided to broadcast live on TikTok during their lunchtime, with other students 
coming in and out of the screen at different times.  

This type of activity is popular among children and young people, including primary school children, and can be 
beneficial. For example broadcasting live may help to develop a person’s creativity and improve their confi-
dence, enable them to speak about something that matters to them on a wider platform, or perhaps as an addi-
tional way to stay in touch with friends.  

Concerns 

• There are risks for children and young people associated with broadcasting live online, and in engaging 
with other people’s broadcasts, including: 

• viewing inappropriate content (such as sexual or violent videos); 

• communicating with people that are unknown to them;   

• children and young people may be broadcasting from their bedroom, unsupervised – making an addition-
al forum in which abuse may take place; 

• there could be thousands of people watching a live stream at any time, including those who are looking 
to harm children and young people – it is possible to move a child or young person from a live stream to 
a private one; 

• coercion or manipulation to create and share indecent images of themselves while live streaming; 

• live videos can be recorded and shared. 

The Internet Watch Foundation found that 98% of live streamed abuse on mostly private platforms showed 
children aged 13 and under, suggesting that this age group may be more at risk when live streaming. Re-
search by the London Grid for Learning showed that 1 in 6 pupils aged 7-16 taking part in a survey said that 
something had happened while they were live streaming that made them feel uncomfortable, and more than 1 
in 20 pupils had been asked to change or get undressed.  

What you can do to support children and young people  

Children and young people can be reassured that if something happens while live streaming it is not their fault, 
and reminded to seek support from school staff or their parents and carers if they are worried about anything, 
or if something has happened. Parents and carers can be reminded of the risks and ways to support their chil-
dren with online safety.   

  

Resources are also available from various organisations including those referred to above, and others such as 
Thinkuknow, and the NSPCC.  

Matt Lewis 

Education Safeguarding Adviser  

Specialist Education Services 

  

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fesafetytraining.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C20dd021a0a9a43af932a08d913c446c8%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637562555987677843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2l
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iwf.org.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C20dd021a0a9a43af932a08d913c446c8%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637562555987677843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIi
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lgfl.net%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C20dd021a0a9a43af932a08d913c446c8%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637562555987677843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLC
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thinkuknow.co.uk%2Fprofessionals%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C20dd021a0a9a43af932a08d913c446c8%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637562555987687800%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLj
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nspcc.org.uk%2Fkeeping-children-safe%2Fonline-safety%2Flivestreaming-online-video-apps%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C20dd021a0a9a43af932a08d913c446c8%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637


 

 

 

 

 

Sing2G7, is an ambitious project aiming to give children a voice ahead of the upcoming G7 Sum-

mit, have recorded a song at Truro cathedral. The song, titled Gee Seven that has been written by 

Sir Tim Rice and composed by Peter Hobbs, aims to put children’s voices at the heart of the up-

coming summit which opens in Cornwall on 11th June. The G7 (or Group of Seven) is an organisa-

tion made up of seven of the biggest economies, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Unit-

ed Kingdom and the United States. The group considers itself as "a community of values". 

Things to talk about at home… 

Why do you think a message in a song might be more powerful than a message in a letter? 

 

If you could speak or sing directly to the world leaders, what would you want to tell them? 

 

Do you think world leaders should listen to children rather than just to adults? 

 

Think about the type of music you like; how does it make you feel when you hear it? 

 






