
 

 

 

 

I write this newsletter as a very proud Headteacher. It 
has been wonderful to welcome some more children 
back into school as part of the governments wider open-
ing plan. We have welcomed 80 children through the 
doors this week. I cannot explain how proud I am of all 
the children that returned. They were all so excited and I 
am sure their smiles lit up the whole of Wickford.  Open-
ing the school for more pupils has been an anxious and 
challenging time for everyone.  We have tried our very 
best to keep the school and classroom as ‘normal’ as pos-
sible but also ensure safety measures are adhered to.  

I would like to personally thank each and every member of our Abacus school team for all their efforts 
this week in preparing  and organising the classrooms and showing the children positivity upon their re-
turn. Lots of effort has gone on behind the scenes and we really would not have achieved everything 
this week without working as a team.  

Thank you to all the families for your appreciation and feedback on how we have made the school safer 
for the children.  

As part of the planning stage for the wider opening Mrs Lewis and I carried out a risk assessment across 
the whole school. As a result of this risk assessment our current plan will be running for three weeks so 
during this time we cannot accept any more pupils in to school. All the staff and children are working in 
bubbles and bubbles need to remain constant to ensure the health and safety of everyone in that bub-
ble. We will only allow 8 children to be in each class at one time, to ensure social distancing and safety 
measures can be followed. This is why we cannot accept additional children at this time.  

We will continue to try our very best to continue engaging with the whole school community. Now staff 
have returned to school it may mean that class emails are not answered as quickly as they previously 
were, but they will be answered.  We will continue to plan and offer home learning opportunities, which 
will continue to be uploaded to our home learning page on our school website (www.abacusprimary 
school.co.uk) If you need to contact the school, our school office is open each day until 4pm.  

Due to changes to some of the Governments restrictions, I am aware that some keyworker parents have 
now been asked to return to work and so may now need their children to attend school. This provision is 
only available for children of parents who are keyworkers and have no alternate childcare option. We 
will need at least one weeks notice before any keyworker children to return to school , to ensure we 
have enough space and staff available.  

As a school, we thank you all for your understanding and support as we continue to do our best at this 
challenging time.  

Mrs Blakeley  



I hope you have enjoyed watching the 

class challenges that children in Years 1-6 

have taken part in over the past few 

weeks. Children in Foundation are taking 

part in their own weekly challenges which 

are being shared on their own communication tool called Tapestry. It’s been wonderful to not just watch the challenges 

but also see everyone and for the children to see their class mates. I have shown some of the challenges to the keywork-

er children in school and it’s wonderful to hear their excitement when they see friends from their classes. Thank you to 

the staff who have coordinated these. 

At the moment Facebook is not allowing me to post videos to our school page, so I have been posting the challenges on 

our website challenge page. https://www.abacusprimaryschool.co.uk/challenges 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.abacusprimaryschool.co.uk%2Fchallenges%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3ZRj40utJS5MEMIRazebkyVkMRIiPHepZjGvRXy5EBRyGVBiozVAWZSZw&h=AT2Xz9mdtfBFKmaEkvfCbdspug0gKANoq0hO6s4kAZMsYeakuVWRxoHw5If70-QALVgs9YszNvKqaHS3kHaFhk0K_IdOErWW


I am delighted to share the news with you that 

Mrs Head is expecting her first child in October 

and will begin her Maternity leave at the end of 

September. 

I am sure you will join me in wishing Mr and 

Mrs Head all the very best for the future.  

 

 

 

 

 

During this period, there will be a number of new “rules” 

that pupils will be expected to follow, and they will be 

given clear information about new procedures.  

Pupils will be asked to follow new procedures in relation 

to: 

 arriving at school and leaving at the end of the day 

 following instructions on who they can socialise 
with at school – children will be expected to stay 
strictly within the group they are allocated to, and 
not spend time with anyone from another group 

 moving around the school as per specific instruc-
tions (for example, one-way systems, out of 
bounds areas, queuing) 

 following school instructions on hygiene, such as 
handwashing and sanitising 

 expectations about sneezing, coughing, tissues and 
disposal and avoiding touching their mouth, nose 
and eyes with hands 

 telling an adult if they are experiencing symptoms 
of coronavirus or feeling poorly 

 following new rules about sharing any equipment 
or other items including drinking bottles  

 new expectations about breaks or play times, in-
cluding where children may or may not play 

 new rules about lunchtimes in school 

 

We thank you for your support during this time.  

 

The school term dates for 

2020/2021 has now been added to 

our school website.  

Wednesday 2/9/2020 

Friday 23/10/2020 

Monday 4/1/2021  

Monday 22/2/2021 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3Dl7WEdfYuZRI&psig=AOvVaw0x-pYIGx5ppOr-LwTsZjii&ust=1591298756445000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNDDmvyv5ukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.osmis.co.uk%2Fcourse-catalogue%2F2018%2F2%2F7%2Fmanagement-of-behaviour-and-achievement&psig=AOvVaw2a_5BRu-C27h2JKcJK7hjD&ust=1591298868228000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJCWnLGw5ukCFQAAAA

