
Monday – Chapters 8 & 9



Read Chapter 8 (or listen to it using the youtube links 
sent in a separate email).

Then answer the following questions about chapter 9 
and finish the chapter. 





1. Does Elliot enjoy flying? How 
do you know? I

2. Why was Elliot lucky that 
he was not dropped over the 
Aegean sea? R





3. Why is the speech written 
in capital letters? E

4. How can we tell that Aries 
is angry? R



5. How do the council decide to 
react to the escape of Prisoner 
Forty-Two? R

6. How does the author 
show that the council are 
shocked to hear the name 
Thanatos? E



8. Explain why the Zodiac 
council do not believe that 
Prisoner Forty-two could be 
Thanatos. E

7. Find vocabulary that shows 
that the Council don’t respect 
Virgo very much. V



Answers

1. Elliot does not enjoy flying. He fears for his life, feels sick and swears his feet will 
never leave the ground again 

2. He is much heavier than Virgo first thought

3. To show how furious the person speaking is and to show that they are shouting

4. He is yelling and his horns unfurled in fury

5. Deny all knowledge

6. The council gasped when Virgo mentioned his name. They questioned that Virgo’s 
hearing was poor and implied that she had misheard. The council claimed it was 
impossible.

7. dismissively, condescendingly, mistaken, incompetence

8. They believe that he has been dead for over two thousand years. 



Tuesday – Chapters 10 & 11



Read Chapter 10 (or listen to it using the youtube 
links sent in a separate email).

Then answer the following questions about chapter 11 
and finish the chapter. 





1. Is Thanatos pleased at the housing 
being built? How do you know? I

2. What is meant by the term infinite? 
V

3. The entrance to Tartarus has flaming 
letters. What atmosphere does this 
create around the place? E



4. How do you know that Charon 
has met the security guard 
before? I

5. What vocabulary makes 
Tartatus look daunting and scary? 
V 



7. Research and explain why Sisyphus 
has to push the boulder up the hill for 
all eternity. E

6. Why are a lot of words spoken 
by Sisyphus written incorrectly? I



Answers

1. No – he asks disapprovingly and his eyes darken

2. Never-ending

3. It creates a feeling of fear. It is not likely going to be a happy place.

4. He calls him ‘mate’ implying he already knows him. He also asks the security 
guard about his family

5. fiery wasteland, vast, blazing valley

6. It shows how the words are said by Sisyphus i.e. he may have a lisp when he 
speaks. 

7. Sisyphus is a figure from Greek mythology who, as king of Corinth, became 
infamous for his general trickery and twice cheating death. He ultimately got 
his comeuppance when Zeus dealt him the eternal punishment of forever 
rolling a boulder up a hill in the depths of Hades



Wednesday



Read/listen to Chapter 12. Then focus on the 
newspaper articles Hermes shares with Virgo 
and Elliot. What do you notice about them?





Over the next two lessons you are going to create your own 
rhyming announcement using a Greek myth to influence you.

Spend today researching a myth and making notes about what 
happens before writing the announcement tomorrow. 

You can listen to short audio versions of several myths here 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/ks2-ancient-
greece/zk73nrd

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/ks2-ancient-greece/zk73nrd


Thursday



Look back at your notes on your chosen myth 
from the previous lesson. 

What happens in the tale? How could you link it 
to a newspaper announcement? E.g.

Winter approaches as Persephone descends to 
Hades

OR

Theseus kills Minotaur before leading the lost 
out of the labyrinth



Continue to look at your notes. Think about the story and 
make as many rhyming pairs as you can e.g.

Hades – ladies
flowers – powers
curse – worse

Then, use these to create rhyming couplets to form your 
announcement. You can be as humorous as you like.

A Rhyming Couplet is two lines of the same length 
that rhyme and complete one thought.

If you are stuck you could use the example on the next 
slide to start you off. 



Winter approaches as Persephone descends to Hades 

by Hermes, Gossip Columnist

Zeus has finally managed to strike a deal with Hades
(who’s always had a bit of a thing for the ladies!)
The fields will once again be parched and bare
As Persephone heads all the way down there
To the underworld where she’ll spend her time
Hanging out with all those who have died



Friday – Chapter 13



Read the following 
extract and answer 
the questions then 
finish the chapter. 



1. How does Elliot feel about 
Hermes’ driving?  Explain how you 
know. 

2. Why does the gnome make 
angry hand gestures? I



3. How do immortals drive 
in and out of Earth?



4. Why does the bride get stuck? R

5. What does it mean to ‘look 
sharp’? V



6. What does the author mean by 
‘It looked as though a wedding had 
thrown up everywhere’? E



7. Why is Elliot surprised about 
Zeus’s appearance? What’s 
different to what he imagined? 
I 

Why did Virgo lose her words 
when she was introduced to 
Zeus? I 



Answers

1. He does not enjoy the experience. He said it was terrifying and that he was 
reconsidering learning to ride motorbikes. 

2. He was driving dangerously by weaving in and out of the traffic

3. Through holes that are dug when roadworks are taking place

4. Her wedding dress is too large to fit through the door

5. Look good/stylish

6. It means that it is very over the top and too much in terms of decorations; it was 
sickly. 

7. He does not look like the classic images of Zeus he has seen before: his hair is 
slicked back, he is overweight and wearing a frilly shirt. 

8. She was star struck and did not know what to say to him. She could not believe she 
was talking to him. 


