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Dear Parents/Carers 

Lateral Flow Testing for school staff                                                                                                          

We want to advise you that all staff have been invited to take part in Lateral Flow Testing from 
next week at school.  Staff will take 2 tests a week.  The purpose of the testing is to identify staff 
who may be asymptomatic with regard to COVID-19. 

If staff test positive, they will be asked to book a COVID-19 test at a local testing centre, to have 
the result confirmed.  Any member of staff that tests positive will have to follow the government 
guidance of isolation until they have the result from the test taken at a test centre. 

This will inevitably cause some pragmatic operational issues at school.  It may mean that we 
have to close a bubble due to lack of cover in the first instance and then as a result of a positive 
test result, the school will immediately move to an online learning offer for the bubbles that are 
affected.  The timescales around this will need to be tight.  Staff will be taking their tests the 
evening before their day at school.  This will provide time for the school to inform affected 
bubbles if necessary.  Due to the time constraints around the testing process, staff cannot take 
their tests any earlier than the night before work. 

If a bubble is closed as a result of a positive Lateral Flow Test, all children within that bubble will 
have to isolate themselves immediately.  If the result from the testing centre confirms the Lateral 
Flow Test result, then all children will need to isolate in line with the government guidelines. 

We appreciate that this may be unsettling for families, but we are hoping that the regular testing 
of staff will ensure that we are slowing a spread of the virus throughout our school community 
as much as we can. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Yours sincerely 

Mrs Blakeley 

http://www.abacusprimaryschool.co.uk/

