
Next week, we will be on WEEK 3 of our new Winter 

menu. Copies of this can be found on our website or 

from our school office. 

Next week sees the start of our Christmas performances. 

Please remember that performances are for adults only 

and no younger siblings will be able to attend. The children 

have all worked really hard to remember their lines and 

they will all want to be heard.  

Please make sure you bring your programmes along with 

you to the performances, these will act as a raffle ticket 

too and you will all be entered into a raffle for each per-

formance, which will be called at the end of the show. 

On Wednesday next week, we have our annual Pantomime vis-

it. Children can bring a snack and a drink (not fizzy) with 

them. Please can we ask that the front of the school is kept 

clear so that all the coaches can access the school and turn 

around safely. Can we also remind par-

ents that the car park is for staff only.  

Our Christmas post box is out by the office area. Children 

can post Christmas cards to be delivered to other classes. 

Please ensure that the full name of the child or staff mem-

ber is clearly written on the front of the envelope, with the 

class. Thank you for your support with this.  

 

On Friday 13th December 2019 we are inviting children 

to come to school wearing a Christmas jumper for a dona-

tion to Save the Children. 
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This academic year the gover-

nors, as part of their strategic 

role, are monitoring the School 

Development Plan to ensure the 

Head and her staff have plans in 

place to build on the excellent 

pupil progress achieved last aca-

demic year. 

As part of the monitoring we 

have been coming in to school fol-

lowing several lines of enquiry 

linked to the new Ofsted Framework and the school’s School Develop-

ment Plan. These lines of enquiry include asking questions of staff and 

pupils. For example, how is the school planning for the children to 

write at length? How are British Values being taught? Governors have 

met with pupils to discuss lunchtime behaviour, monitored subject dis-

play boards to ensure a consistent approach to the curriculum and met 

with the leadership team of the school to discuss progress and train-

ing. 

A health and safety visit has been completed by a governor with ex-

pertise in this area. He will visit termly and will complete an Essex au-

dit with the head and caretaker in the spring ensuring Abacus is com-

pliant with H&S expectations and is proactive in responding to any is-

sues. 

The governors who have visited this term have been made very wel-

come by staff and pupils. The staff are open and honest and are clear 

about the school’s issues as well as it's successes. They know what 

needs to be done to continue to improve. The children have been a de-

light - both polite and respectful and keen to answer questions. Gover-

nors try to come in to school to see class assemblies and special 

events, when they can. I personally enjoyed Gold Class Assembly 

where the children exhibited great confidence and team work and ob-

viously enjoyed their learning and were having fun. I look forward to 

attending the Year1/Foundation Concert next week. 

Jan Myers, Chair of Governors 



 

Well done to Anais, Samuel, Logan, Lexie and 

Ryan for their achievements outside of 

school this week.  

  

 

 

 

 

We currently have a book fair in 

school. 

It is being collected on Tuesday,. 

Thank you to Miss Mitchell for 

organising it.  
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 The arrival of the Foundation Elf has caused lots of 

conversation in the classes. We have been investigat-

ing money and finding out how you can use it. The chil-

dren said you can use it to buy toys and also give to 

charity. 

 We’ve been busy getting into the Christmas spirit but 

it hasn’t taken over...yet! In English we have been writ-

ing information text and going over our adding skills in 

Maths. 

 This week year 2 have been looking at the features of 

biographies and have read biographies of Princess Di-

ana, Meghan Markle and different scientists. In Maths 

we have been adding pairs of numbers to make 100. 

We also presented our play to the school. 

 This week, year 3 have designed their own pencil case 

thinking about stitching and seams. We will make 

these next week. We shared our Christingle service to 

the school– we look forward to our performance next 

week. 

 Year 4 have been learning about growing their own 

plants in class during science lessons. We have many 

investigations lined up about plants over the next cou-

ple of weeks. 

 This week in year 5/6 we have been investigating how 

bird beaks have evolved over time to adapt to their 

environments. This experiment was based on Charles 

Darwin’s research on the theory of evolution. 

Now that the colder weather has arrived, please can all children ensure they have an outdoor 

P.E kit in school.  
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 Christ Church Wickford 

 

 

Abacus children have been busy making 

decorations for our school tree. 

Please come and have a look. 
 

CHRISTMAS TREE 

 FESTIVAL 

SATURDAY 7th DECEMBER 

9.30am - 4pm 
  

  SUNDAY 8th DECEMBER 

10:30am Café Church Service followed by 

tea & mince pies 

 

  

2pm – 4:30pm  

Carols around the trees  

at 4pm  -  4:30pm 


