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Activity 1



Task 

What is be 
happening in 
the picture?

Create three 
questions 
about the 
picture. 

You will 
answer them 

once you have 
read the story.



• Read or listen to the text. 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7aYNcv9uDI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7aYNcv9uDI






























Discuss the story with someone at home. 

•How does it make you feel?

•What did you like?

•Are you able to answer the questions you 
wrote before you read the story?



Well done, show an adult 
what you have done today 





Activity 2



What is the atmosphere like at the beginning of the story?

What is the atmosphere like at the beginning of the story?



Setting

When you write about a setting, you 
need to make sure you use lots of 
description so a reader can picture 

themselves there.

Effective descriptions appeal to the 
senses.



Task 

Imagine being in Pompeii with Tranio, use 
the pictures and text to think about what 
it would be like there, using all five 
senses. 







Well done, show an adult 
what you have done today 





Activity 3



Task

Write a sensory description of Tranio’s setting.

Try to include things from all five columns of your 
table.

•Look at the next slide for a model to guide you. 



One scorching morning, Tarnio sat at his bedroom window staring greedily at the 
enthusiastic market workers waiting patiently for their customers to arrive. As he 
clung onto the cold, stone windowsill the smell of fresh spice and appetising breads  
made his mouth water. The rolls of cart wheels rumbled while being dragged along 
the road sent vibrations through his body. The loud voices of the children shouting 
hello to their friends and bold bird chirping and swooping filled his ears. In the 
distance the mountainous Vesuvius stood confidently and protective, reminding 
Tarnio he didn’t have a care in the world. 

SIGHT HEARING

TOUCH

TASTE SMELL



Well done, show an adult 
what you have done today 





Activity 4 



Synonyms

Shake
Find this in your thesaurus online and write down as many 

synonyms for it as possible.

https://www.thesaurus.com/

https://www.thesaurus.com/


Poem



Task
You are going to use the synonyms for ‘shake’ 
to write your own performance poem about the 

ground shaking in an earthquake. 

What will make your performance successful?

Write your poem into your exercise book or 
computer. 



Perform for your Family



Activity 5



Powerful Verbs

Powerful verbs are exciting action words 
like ‘stomped’ or ‘trembled’ and they 

make sentences more descriptive and 
interesting. 

http://tinyurl.com/hcmqmyp

Record any new verbs and definitions in 
a ninja bank

http://tinyurl.com/hcmqmyp


Activity

Imagine that you are somewhere in the 
Roman town of Pompeii at the time of the 
tremor. Using your knowledge of Roman 

towns, you should choose your own 
setting, such as the forum, a villa, the 

bathhouse or the amphitheatre. 

Draw your setting in the middle of the 
page and then use the space around the 
edge to add verb phrases  showing what 
happened to different parts of the building 

in the earthquake.

To go the extra mile…. add 
adverbs/adverbial phrases to your verb 

phrases. 

Watch this clip about Roman Towns
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zq49wmn



Well done, show an adult 
what you have done today 





Watch the Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dY_3ggKg0Bc&t=47s

https://www.youtube.com/%20watch?v=dY_3ggKg0Bc&t=47s

