
 

DAILY OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Children would be expected to work on 

these opportunities daily, either in 

school time or at home. Please use these 

as your starting point as these are the 

basic building blocks for the rest of the 

English curriculum. 
 

Read every day for around 20mins – 

you don’t have to read the whole book all 

in one go! Ask your child questions as you 

go along and remember that the 

expectation of reading stamina will vary! 

 Don’t forget: search the quiz on AR 

and quiz when you can! Log in here: 

https://ukhosted84.renlearn.co.uk/22

31238/  
 

Go over any unknown sounds or key 

words – these are all in the middle pages 

of their reading diaries.  
 

Practise letter formation and 

handwriting – use the words in the 

middle of the reading diary for guidance, 

or any topic words they find.  

 

 

Year 2 English 

Activities 
Summer 1: Week 5 

 

TEXT FOCUS: EXPLANATIONS 
 

Parents: Over the last few weeks, we have been 

learning about lifecycles and starting to think about 

writing our own article on the lifecycles of humans. 

Children should recall: the meaning of ‘non-fiction’; 

what a lifecycle tells us; what the features of 

explanation texts might be.  
 

Activity: Using the story map and/or box grid that 

they used to plan their story last week, write, reread 

and edit their own story. Remember to refer to your 

toolkit (created in week 1): use capital letters and 

punctuation, write a title that summarises the text, 

link subheadings to the content of the paragraph, 

use time words (e.g. ‘in time’/’within 6 months’/’after 

3 years’/’by the time they reach…’.  

Extension: Add a ‘Did you know..?’ box and illustrate 

the work if you wish.  

Optional activity: Use the decorated border paper 

to rewrite it in neat handwriting; we call this top 

copying.  

 

GRAMMAR FOCUS: ADDING SUFFIXES -ment /-ness /-ful /-less / -ly 

  

SPELLING FOCUS: /ɔ:/ - the ‘or’ sound, 

spelled as ‘ar’ after ‘w’ 
Parents: The /ɔ:/ sound (‘or’) spelled as ‘ar’ after a ‘w’ 

is usually found in the middle and sometimes the end 

of a word. 
 

 
 

 

Parents: If a suffix starts with a consonant, it is added 

straight on to most root words without changing the last let-

ter of those words. Exceptions: argument and root words end-

ing in -y with a consonant before it (if the root word has more 

than one syllable).  
Activity: List as many singular nouns as you can think of 

that end in -y. Draw a picture if you like! Now – think about 

what would happen to those words if you needed more than 

one of each. In a different coloured pen/pencil, write the -

es plural version beside each word. 

 

Word List:  

award - dwarf  

reward – warm 

swarm - towards  

war - wardrobe 

ward - warplane  

wart - warship  
 

Activity 1: Use the 

sheet to the left: 

read the sentences 

and choose the 

correct word. 

 

Activity 2: Check 

my homework sheet: 

identify & rewrite 

incorrect spellings.  
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